Master Professional Educator

Designation Pathway

Building educator capacity through blended
learning

he Arkansas Master Designation Pathway is a comprehensive, job-embedded professional learning program designed

to develop experienced educators into content experts in literacy and math instruction. Through a five-day, three-

series training model, participants build advanced expertise in analyzing student work, implementing high-impact,
content-specific strategies, and engaging in reflective coaching practices. Delivered through a hybrid approach, the pathway
integrates virtual instruction, a half-day of on-site coaching, and performance-based tasks to equip educators with the tools and
knowledge to support instructional improvement and accelerate student learning in ELA and math.
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Synchronous virtual sessions for interactive instruction, reflection, and discussion

Asynchronous components for individualized, flexible learning schedules

On-site individualized coaching to support implementation and deepen leadership skills

Job-embedded field experiences
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Advancing student learning through
the use of high-impact content-
specific instructional strategies

Assessing impact through reflective
cycles of instructional support

Analyzing student work to propel
learning forward for students

The Master Professional Educator designation is a licensure
requirement for teachers aspiring to be an experienced
Mentor Teacher to three specific groups of novice teachers:
- Teachers on Aspiring Teacher Permits
Arkansas Registered Apprentices
Yearlong supervised residents completing state-
approved Educator Preparation Programs (effective
Spring 2027)

Reqwrements to add the Designation per DESE:
3 years of licensed teaching experience. Experience
can include time spent with a provisional license.
Evidence of an effective or highly effective TESS
rating on applicants’ most recent summative teacher
evaluation.

In addition to being an experienced Mentor Teacher, the
Master Professional Educator designation is one of the ways
outlined in LEARNS for districts to provide targeted support for
students who are not meeting academic benchmarks in math
and literacy at the end of grade 3.
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