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In 2020, the National Institute for Excellence in Teaching (NIET)
started an innovative partnership called the Arkansas Rural
Educator Network (AREN) with the support of the Walton Family
Foundation. NIET specialists engage with AREN districts to
develop a customized, district-specific plan of support, which

is designed based on a strengths-based needs assessment.
Districts also receive on-site coaching, training, and support along
with opportunities to collaborate with leaders across the state.
AREN is currently serving 23 districts across the state of Arkansas.

Satisfaction with AREN Activities

100% ‘

district leaders satisfied with
collaborative learning opportunities

Teacher Performance

96% :

districts improved teacher
instructional skills

Student Growth

90%

districts outperformed their
matched comparison districts in at
least one state assessment subject
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Changing Outcomes fo
Students in Rural Communities

“This innovative rural partnership
is making a difference for leaders,
teachers, and students across
Arkansas and setting a national
example.”

— Dr. Joshua Barnett, CEO,
National Institute for Excellence in Teaching

Academics Plus Charter

° Blevins

° Brinkley
° Camden Fairview
Cross County

Decatur

° Drew Central
Foreman

Fountain Lake

Harrisburg

Heber Springs

Helena-West Helena

Hope

Hoxie

Junction City

Lighthouse Academics
Mayflower

Osceola

Pangburn

Southside

Strong-Huttig

Trumann

Waldron

FOR MORE INFORMATION, VISIT NIET.ORG




